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 Frederick Douglass Speeches/  
Oratorical Contest 

Themes: 
Slavery, Reform, Civil War, Reconstruction, & Religion  

 
Source: John W. Blassingame and John R. McKivigan. The Frederick Douglass Papers: Speeches, 

Debates, and Interviews, Volume One, 1841-1846. 

 
(1841-1846) 

American Prejudice and Southern Religion, November 4, 1841. Hingham Mass. 
 
Abolitionists and Third Parties, January 26, 1842. Boston Mass. 
 
The Southern Style of Preaching to Slaves, January 28, 1842. Boston, Mass. 
 
My Slave Experience in Maryland, May 6, 1845. New York, N.Y.  
 
I Am Here to Spread the Light on American Slavery Oct. 14. Core Ireland. 
 
American Prejudice Against Color, October 23. 1845. Cork Ireland.  
 
The Slanderous Charge of Negro Inferiority, Dec. 11, 1845. Belfast, Ireland. 
 
The Bible Opposes Oppression, Fraud, Wrong. Jan. 6, 1846. Belfast Ireland. 
 
Temperance and Anti-slavery, March 30, 1846. Paisley, Scotland. 
 
Slavery, the Free Church, and British Agitation against Bondage. August 3, 1846. Newcastle England 
 

Source: John W. Blassingame and John R. McKivigan. The Frederick Douglass Papers: 
Speeches, Debates, and Interviews, Volume Two, 1847-1854. 

 
(1847-1854) 

The Skin Aristocracy in America,Coventry, England Feb. 2, 1847.  
 
American Slavery is America’s Disgrace, Sheffield, England March 25, 1847. 
 
Love of God, Love of Man, Love of Country, Syracuse, N.Y. 1847. 
 
Principles of Temperance Reform, Rochester, N.Y March 5, 1848. 
 
Colored People Must Command Respect, Rochester, N.Y, March 13, 1847.  
 



The Slaves Right to Vote, Boston, Mass, May 30, 1848. 
 
Slavery, The Slumbering Volcano, New York, N.Y. April 23, 1849. 
 
Is the Constitution Pro-Slavery? Syracuse, N.Y. Jan. 17, 1850.  
 
What to the Slave is the Fourth of July, Rochester, N.Y.  July 5, 1852. 
 
Agitate, Agitate, Salem Ohio August 23, 1852. 
 
Prejudice and Opportunity, Boston Mass. August 2-4, 1853. 
 
The Property of Rights of Women, Rochester, N.Y. Dec. 1, 1853. 
 
Slavery, Freedom, and the Kansas-Nebraska Act, Chicago, IIL. Oct. 30, 1854. 
 

Source: John W. Blassingame and John R. McKivigan. The Frederick Douglass Papers: Speeches, 
Debates, and Interviews, Volume Three, 1855-1863. 

 

(1855-1863) 
Advice to the Black Youth, New York, N.Y. Feb.1 1855. 
 
Colored men’s Rights in the Republic, New York, N.Y. May 14, 1857. 
 
The Significance of Emancipation in the West Indies, Canandaigua, N.Y. August 3, 1858. 
 
Assimilating Women to Men New York, N.Y. May 14, 1858. 
 
John Brown and the Slaveholder’s Insurrection, Edinburg, Scotland, Jan. 30, 1860. 
 
The Black Man’s Future in the Southern States, Boston Mass. Feb. 5, 1862. 
 
Emancipation and the Dawn of Light, Boston, Mass. Jan. 1, 1863. 
 
The Present and Future of the Colored Race in America, Brooklyn, N.Y. May 15, 1863. 
 
Emancipation, Racism, and the Work before Us, Philadelphia, Pa, Dec. 4, 1863. 
 
Source: John W. Blassingame and John R. McKivigan. The Frederick Douglass Papers: Speeches, 
Debates, and Interviews, Volume Four, 1864-1880. 

 

(1864-1880) 
The Mission of War, New York, N.Y., Jan. 13, 1864. 
 
Black Freedom Is the Prerequisite of Victory, New York, N.Y. January 13, 1865. 
 
Equal Rights for All, New York May 14, 1868. 



 
Women’s Rights Are Not Inconsistent, Boston, Mass., November 19, 1868. 
 
Women and Negroes Must Work Together, Providence, R.I, December 11, 1868. 
 
I Speak to You as An American Citizen, Washington, D.C. October 15, 1870. 
 
I am a Republican, Rochester, N. Y., November 4, 1870. 
 
Santo Domingo, St. Louis, Mo. January 13, 1873.  
 
The Color Question, Washington, D.C. July 5, 1875. 
 
The Lessons of Emancipation to the Generation, Elimira, N. Y. October 25, 1880. 
 

Source: John W. Blassingame and John R. McKivigan. The Frederick Douglass Papers: Speeches, 
Debates, and Interviews, Volume Five, 1881-1895. 

 

(1881- 1895) 
Freedom Has Brought Duties, Washington, D.C., 1883. 
 
God Almighty Made But One Race, Washington, D.C., January 25, 1884. 
 
Measuring the Progress of the Colored Race, Boston, Mass., May 24, 1886. 
 
I Am Here Advocating the Right of Ireland, Washington, D.C., December 14, 1887. 
 
Give Women Fair Play, Washington D.C., February 28, 1888. 
 
One Country, One Law, One Liberty for All Citizens, January 1889. 
 
The Negro Problem, Washington, D.C., October 21, 1890. 
 
Duty Has Been the Moving Power in My Life, Washington, D.C., July 12, 1891. 
 
Haiti Among the Foremost Civilized Nations of the Earth, January 2, 1893. 
 
Self-Made Man, Carlisle, Pa., March, 1893. 
 
Lesson of the Hour, Washington, D.C., January 9, 1894. 
 
The Blessing of Liberty and Education, Manassas, VA. September 3, 1894.  
 


